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Victory, found a boat waiting for me, and was on board by eight o'clock. Lord Hood was at breakfast; but, to my great satisfaction, the first persons who presented themselves to me on entering the cabin were General Stuart and Sir Gilbert Elliot. They had arrived the night before from Leghorn. My mission to Lord Hood became unnecessary. I told him I need not now trouble him with the business upon which I had come to him. To General Stuart and Sir Gilbert I related the circumstances at full length. The General said I had acted very properly. For these two or three months past I have lived in hot water. I told them that I hoped that now all tracasseries were at an end, that I already felt myself the happiest man in the world in the thought that in consequence of the General's arrival the service would be properly conducted.
It will thus be seen that General Stuart arrived with Sir Gilbert Elliot from Leghorn  at  Bastia on 25th May 1794, after the fall of Bastia, a fact which one would have supposed must have appeared in some of Sir Gilbert's correspondence.    Sir Gilbert's return at this period is duly recordedl at the beginning of chapter vii. of Sir Gilbert's Life.   But by a strange confusion of dates his biographer thus2 introduces the very able man who afterwards differed from Sir Gilbert, as will be seen, on certain important questions. "The  new Commander-in-chief, General Stuart, appointed to  succeed General Dundas,  arrived off St. Fiorenzo in the last days of March; and the first impression made by him on those with whom he was sent to co-operate being highly favourable, for once the right man was believed to be in the right place.    In council, however, he took the same view as his predecessor of the difficulties attending an attack on Bastia ;
1  "Life of Sir Gilbert Elliot," vol. ii. p. 253.
2  Ibid., vol. ii. p. 236.
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